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On Jan. 17, President Collor de Mello replaced two cabinet ministers in an attempt to improve his
troubled relationship with the Congress. Labor Minister Antonio Rogerio Magri was replaced by
Deputy Reinhold Stephane, and Social Welfare Minister Margarida Procopio by Deputy Ricardo
Fuiza. Both Stephane and Fuiza are members of the Liberal Front Party (Partido da Frente LiberalPFL). The PFL is comprised of former members of the now extinct National Renovation Alliance
(Alianca Renovadora Nacional- ARENA), the legislative support base of the military government
and civilian president Jose Sarney. PFL deputies number 87, and senators, 16. Collor de Mello said
the appointments are a "gesture of appreciation and consideration to the Congress." The legislature
recently rejected a government initiative to raise revenue for the National Social Security Institute
(INSS) aimed at implementing a 147% increase in retirement benefits ordered by the courts. Magri
was the target of criticism following the discovery of a million dollar fraud in his ministry, and for
such indiscretions as using a government vehicle to take his dog to the veterinarian. Procopio had
been accused of influence peddling and misuse of public funds. In a further attempt to improve
relations with the Congress, on Jan. 22 Collor de Mello created a Government Secretariat to promote
the president's social, legal and political initiatives. Former PFL senator Jorge Bornhausen was
appointed secretariat chief. On Jan. 23, Health Minister Alceni Guerra resigned in the midst of
dozens of corruption charges related to misuse of public funds, including fraud in the purchase of
medical equipment for cholera prevention. Education Minister Jose Goldemberg will temporarily
act as Health Minister. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 01/17/92, 01/22-24/92; Spanish news service
EFE, 01/17/92, 01/18/92, 01/23/92, 01/24/92)
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